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FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 863 

CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 0042 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORMO 

SUBJ: KING HASSAN PROPOSES PRESIDENT MAKE STOPOVER IN MOROCCO 

1. IN CONVERSATION JAN 5 FOREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA NOTED 
ANNOUNCEMENT PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO EUROPE IN APRIL AND 
RECALLED QUOTE PROMISE UNQUOTE SECRETARY KISSINGER 
MADE CONCERNING ATTEMPT ARRANGE PRESIDENTIAL STOPOVER IN 
MOROCCO ON RETURN TRIP. 

2. BENHIMA SAID THAT KING WOULD BE VERY PLEASED IF PRESIDENT 
COULD MAKE BRIEF STOPOVER, IF ONLY FOR FOUR OR FIVE HOURS. 
SUGGESTED LUNCH AS POSSIBILITY. HE SAID KING IS WELL AWARE 
OF SCHEDULING AND SECURITY PROBLEMS INVOLVED, BUT EVEN 
THOUGH*KING HOPES VISIT US IN MAY, KING THINKS PRESIDENTIAL 
STOPOVER WOULD BE EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW 

US- MOROCCAN FRIENDSHIP AND WOULD BE VERY PLEASED IF 
PRESIDENT COULD ACCEPT INVITATI N.NEUMANN 
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